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From that & or upon that occaſion, 


| game of thereſt returned to this Queſtion ; Lord, to whom ſhall we go ? thu 


the firſt, viz. - 
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F that time Many of - his Diſciples went backs and walled amore w_ 


Peter Bnſwered him,” Lord, 16 whom frat we 6 Thus ben the word; o 


e eternal life. e e 
IN theſe words thete are four things conſiderabllleee. 
I. A Remarkable Accident that befe] our Saviour in the Courſe of hi 


= I Miniſtry, his being deſerted 3 great many of his Diſciples; 
Mi) of his Diſciples went back, and wal led nd more with him. FS 
II. The on of this great Deſertion, intimated in that Clauſe, M T&72, 


III. 4 oon thereupon put by our Lord to thoſe ſew that Rill remained 
with him : H id unto the twelve, Will ye alſo go away? And, 
IV. And Laſtly, The honeſt and diſcreet Anſwer which Simon Peter in the 


| baſt the words of eternal lift. 
_ © Each of which Particulars will afford ſome uſeful Obſervations, which in the 
© Sequel of this Diſcourſe I ſhall briefly touch upon, (the time not permitting 
me to do more) and then make ſome Application of the whole, I begin with 


| I. TheRelation of a Remarkable Accident that befel ür Saviour in the (i 


| f | Evangeliſt doth not ſay how many, but that we may probably collect from thei” 


[ j E Temporal Prince, they would fain then have perſwaded him to take vpon him 


. From whence we map obſerve, 
| ' | 5 0 by of | * E #4 -+ % [ s : * x _- & 4 < 544 
| : 19 1 1 : 


Courſe of his Miniſtry, viz, his being deſerted at once by 4 great many of hit 4 
Diſciples: Meny of his Diſciples went back, and walked no inove with him. Tix, 


former part of the Chapter : For at the 10th Verſe ve are told, That the num- 
ber of thoſe that were with him before, and had been miraculouſly fed by hin 
_ wich five Barly-loaves, and two ſmall fiſhes, was about 5000, and that upon 
that they all of them acknowledged that he was the Chriſt, as you may ſee 1 
che 14h Verſe, This ts of a Truth ( ſay they) that Prophet which ſhould cont 
into the World; and thereupon pre ſuming ( according to the Notion generally 
received among the Jews at that time) that the Meſſias was to be a mighty 


tha Kingdom. Nay, as the Evangeliſt note at the 15th Verſe, They would haut 
talen him ly force and made him a Ring; which when our Saviour had ayoided 
| by conveying himſelf privately away, they would not however be thereby di 
verted from purſuing their Intention; but perceiving which way his Diſciples 
were gone over the Sea, and ſuppoſing that he had appointed to meet them on 
the other fide, they took Shipping the very next day to follow Him; and when 

_ . they had found him, knowing that he had not gone over in the ſame Boat vith 
His Diſciples, and that no other Boar had gone over beſides;except thoſe whetcin 
they themſelves had paſſed, ſo that conſequently he muſt needs have conveyet 
himſelf over the Sea by a miracle; they ſeemed hereby ſtill the more confirmed 
in that belief which they had of him before ; and yet behold on a ſudden, eve 
the very ſame day, upon occafion of ſome diſguſt which they took at bis Do 
Qrine, they all forſook him, leaving him (as it ſeems) alone, only with his 
_ Twelve Apoſtles. Many of bis Diſciples went back, and walked no more wi! 


1. Thi 


** 
"ER 
- * . 
W 


pls i the Church. For ſurely they will not deny that our Bleſſed Lord and Sa- 


were many more that forſook him, than there were that continued to adhere to 
cafion of this great Schiſm; for the reaſon of their forſaking him was, becauſe 


the Carnal Palares of his Hearers, they would ſtill have continued with him. 
And if Infallibility will not ſerve for this Purpoſe, there is, manifc/tly, noſuch 


the Romaniſts pretend, who alſo from thence only, without any ground from 
allible Rule both of Belief and Practice in the Holy Scriptures, and this Rule 
i ſufficieatly plain too, and eafily enough applicable by all ſuch as are of honeſt 


uch things as are neceſſary tobe known by us; neither could he teach the 


in th ame things plainer than they teach them; and if men were of perverſe and 
= rnal minds; they would give no more heed to the lofallible Guide than they 


oh us Communion ; and when either his Doctrine was ungrateful, or it was not ſafe 

** oadhere to him, they would do by him, as the Diſciples in the Text did by ou. 
s * ſaviour, who was beyond all diſpute an Infallible Teacher 4 They 3 —_— 
m week, and walk no more with him, __ -- _ 
mee 2. Another thing that may be obſerved from hence, is this, That it is no juſt 


warate from it, 


arate from them, but they were immediately divided into innumerable. Sed 


ter, For beſides, that the truth of this matter of fact might well be doubted, 


reby d. N whether there be greater Divitions among Proteſtants, than among Papiſtsz 


iſciples 
hem on 
ad when 
at with 
wheteil 
onyeyec 
nfirmed 


Ich other means of holding their People i ia their Communion, as we neither 
V nor think-lawful to uſe. 


med Churches rhemſclves from the Church of Rome (with which chey once 


* id Communian ) i is againſt that Church: So that if there be any thing in this 5 
4 bf ea, it holds every whit as ſlrong againſt them, as againſt us. ; | 
lane but the truth of ir ie, the Argument its ſelfis of no force againſt either bbb 


5 


iour himſelf vas an Infallible Teacher, who believe that this pretended Yicar in 
þ, and yet for all that, he was deſerted by a great many of his Diſciples ; there 


im. Nay indeed, his Infallibility may be (aid in ſome ſenſe to have been the oe- 
he ſpeak to them the words of Truth; for had he but ſuitgd his Doctrine to 


ſolute neceſſity, no ſuch great uſeſulneſs of any Iofallible Guide in the Church, 
Crip: ure, bololy infer that there is ſuch an one: For we have already an Iaj- | 


minds, and give due Attention and Regard to it. An Infallible Guide (if there | 
dere any ſuch now-a-days ) could not teach more than the Holy Scriptures do, 


o now to the Infailible Rule; that is, they would hear him no longer than while 
bis Doctrine pleaſed them, or while it was for their advantage to continue in 


Odjection agaiolt any Church, that there are a great many chat diſlike it, and 


Let not then our Adyerſaries ST, the Church of Rome any more objef tk 0, 
is they have uſed to do) that their Church is at Unity within its ſelf, that 

ey are all of one Mind, agreeing in the ſame Form of Doctrine, and holding 
bpether in the ſame Worſhip ; - whereas no ſooner did the Reformed Churches 


dong themſelves, each pretending to great Purity and perfection than the o- 


ich point I will not at this time diſpute :. This I dare boldly ſay, That the 
pity which they boaſt of; is in great meaſure owing to the Inquiſition, and 


And thea after all, the Separation of other Sets from- the Reformed Canes: © 
ts, is nota juſter Obje&ion againſt thein, than the Separation of the R 


the Aber. But ! in I the Case of de paration the daly point to be conſidered, in 
8 22 order — —. 


1. That Tofallibilny: it PO not gcgen: 0 dedt Sala, A Sat > 


| * 4 was made. For if the ground of our ſeparating from the Roman Church be 


; 1 - 1 . a - ; 
. Pls A 4 # . N ts 


order tothe diſcerning where the blame lies, is for whit ednſe the Separating 
(as indeed it was) becauſe we could not communicate with her without Sin, thi 
juſtifies our Separation, and is indeed a juſt Objection againſt that Chutch which 
enjoined ſuch unlawful terms of Communion, And on the other fide, if the 
Doctrine that we profeſs and teach be Pure and Orthodox, and our Worſhip (00 
ſay the leaſt of it) ſuch as may in every part of it be lawfully joined in; if eret 
they who diſſent from us, cannot fix on any one thing in our Communiag 
which they can prove ig unlawful; if conſequently the ground of their Separi: 
tion from us, be either becauſe they will not endure ſound Docłrine, or becaiſe n 
they have itching Ears, - which nothing will pleaſe but Novelties ; they indeet 
are highly to blame who ſeparate from us upon ſuch trifling Accounts; but it Mr 
no more a juſt Objection againſt our Church, That there are ſome that ſeparits 
from it, than it was againſt that Church which was at firſt Aſſembled, and g,. 


verned by our Lord himſelf in Perſon ; that there were ſome,who when they ha 
., liſted themſelves under him as his Diſciples, did afterwards (upon an unreaſot N 
able and groundleſs diſguſt ) go back and walk no more with him. er 


3. What may further be obſerved from hence in general, is this, That thi, 
Example of a Multitude is not a ſufficient inducement to follow their PraRice 


any further than the ſame may be juſtified by Reaſon. For in the Text we u 


| 10 told, that many ofour Lord's Diſciples (probably not fewer than 5000 ) wen 


a Church, and to perſwade us to return to it, taken from the great Mulcitude of 


and only True Chriſtian Church. For if Truth be always on the fide oft 


f | | of a Religion by himſelf ? Was it in his ſmall Family, or among the Idolatro 


I >. the Tribes of {/rael,above Seven Thouſand Men who had ng bowed the knt! 
1 the Image of Baal, 1 Kings 19. 18. Again, if that be always the True Churt 


away from him at once, and (as far as appears by the Hiſtory ) there were on 
12 that remained with him, a very ſmall number in compariſon with that gre 
Multirude that went away; and yet there can be no doubt, but that theſe wi 
the True Church, and that they which went away were Schiſmaticks. 
From whence therefore (by the way) we may obſerve, how vain and triflin 7 
That Argument is, which they of the Church of Rome do urge in behalf of tei 


thoſe that are of the Roman Communion, in compariſon with the Reforme 
Churches. For granting that the Roman Church is of much greater exten 
than the Reformed; nay if we ſhould grant it to be of larger extent then all th 
Chriſtian Churches beſides, that gre not of her Communion ( which yet is ce 
_ rainly falſe) this is but a very ſorry Argument to prove her to be the Tru 


greateſt number, which was the True Church in Abraham's time, when he v 


Nations that dwelt round about him? Or which was the True Church in all th 
long Tract of Time from Moſes to our Saviour? Was it not confined to a ve 
ſmall ſpot of Land, even when it was at its largeſt extent? And that again col" 
| - tracted to a much leſs compaſs in Elijab's time, when there were not in Ten 


Which is the largeſt, time was when the Arian Hereticks were the True Chriſt! 
Church, and the Orthodox Profeſſors of Chriſtianity ( who were bur a very f 
in Number, in compariſon with them) were conſequently miſerably deluded, 
rank Herericks, And thus, according to his Rule given by the Romani 
finding our the True Church, Truth and Goodneſs are really nothing at all, 

vary according to the Fancies and Cuſtoms of Men; and what is true and 1 
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bs, may in the next Age become very falſe and wicked, 


fa very ſmall number; and what has been once, may be again. So, that tho 


| the Reformed Churches togerher; yet (till theſe may be the True Churches 
Chriſt,and that not; for why may not the True Religion, and the right Wor- 


in of God be confined to a narrow compaſs now, as well as it hath been in 


mer times? The Truth is, number or fewneſs, are both meerly accidental 


nd extrinſecal things; ſometimes a multitude may be in the right, and ſome- 
mes (probably much oftner) they are in the wrong; and whether they be in 
e right or no, is a thing to be enquired into, not to be taken for granted. For. | 
froth and Goodneſs are always the ſame, but the Fancies and Opinions of Men 


reinfinitely various and uncertain. And therefore ſeeing God bath not left it 


us to determine among our ſelves by moſt Votes, which is the True Religion, 


d the right Worſhip of God, but hath himſelf clearly ſtated and fully deter- 


nined this matter in the Books of Scripture many hundred years ago, that e. 
ermination of his is, and will ever be moſt undoubtedly true; tis that there- 
ore that we muſt ſlick to, and abide by, let the Crowd, or the Multirude go 
hich way it will. And ſo much for the firſt thing: Many of his Diſciples went... 


ck, and walked no. more with him. 


II. The cond thing which I cook notice of in the words, was the dende 1 
f this great Schiſm, intimated in that Clauſe, £4 TSTY, from that time, (or 
it may be rendred) upon that occaſion : Maxy of his Diſciples went back. 

Now what the occaſion was, we muſt learn from. the foregoing part of the | 


hapter,and it was (in ſhort this:) Our Saviour well-knowing the Hy pocriſie 


that great Crowd that follow'd him, and that all their pretended Zeal for 
im was really nothing elſe but Intereſt, plainly tells them of it, v. 26. Verily, 
ih, I ſay unto you, ye ſeeł me not becauſe ye ſaw the miracles, but becauſe 
taid eat of the loaves, and were filed; and thereupon takes occafion to per- 
de them to withdraw their Hearts and Affections from this World, and from. 


heir Temporal Intereſts and Concernments, and give themſelves up to be in- 1 
Irnfed by him in the way and means of Salvation, v. 27. Labour not for the. ah 
wat which perifheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlaſting life, 1 
ich the Son of man ſhallgive unto you, for him hath God the Father ſealed. 9 
nd this Subjed he proſecutes in the remaining part of the Chapter, ſhew ing mm 
wany Arguments, that there was no way for them to attain the Bleſſedneſs; 9 
the other World, but by receiving and believing his Doctrine, and leading 1 
heir Lives according to it. And 8 TSTS, upon this occaſion, many of them 3 . 
rent back, and walked no more with him, While he fed them with the Loa ves, 


while they hoped he would be a Temporal King, and that they (as being the. 


It that had declared for him) ſhould be preferr'd to great Places and Digrities 

er him, fo long he could not get rid of their Company, tho' be had endea- 

Wred to do it; but when once he came to tell them plainly of their faults, ad- 

bdfſwade them from minding ſo much as they did the Intereſt of this World; 

en he had acquainted them that his Kingdom was a A es ane 25 
PR, 


ut the only way for them to. be made Partakers. of it, vs. by carefully ob 


| But by what hab 
eco ſaid; it appears, that the true Worſhippers of God have ſometimes been bur 
very few, and that the True Church of Chriſt hath in ſome Ages conſiſted but 


e ſhould grant that the Roman Church is larger than any one, or even than 
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Viag thoſe ftriXRules of Holineſs and Virtue which he taught ; at this they 
.. were greatly offended; and it was now as hard to keep them together, as it was 
before to diſmiſs them: Upon this Occaſion, many went back, and walketh n. 
| _ more with him. From whetce we may obſerve (and tis the only thing 1 (hall 
Ar preſent obſerve from hence, ) Thar'tis the Duty of thoſe who are Miniſter: 
=. of the Gojpel, boldly to ſpeak the Truth, and reprove Vice, whatever Offence 
may be taken at them for it. In other things indeed it becomes them ( and it 
sa part of that Prudence which it is their duty to exerciſe in their behaviour 
towards others ) to be as compliant and complaiſant as they can; and according 
td St. Paul's Example, to be made all things to all men, that they may by al 
means gain ſome z 1-Cor. 9. 22. But the Truth of the Goſpel is not to be parted 
Vith opon any terms, neither may they upon any conſideration whatſoever ſooth 
up their People in their Sins, and cry peace peace, when there isno peace. Nay, if 
they only wink at their Faults, if they only forbear to reprove them for their 
Sins, and to acquaint them with the danger of continuing in them; they are care. 
[lleſs of their Charge, and unfaithful to their Truſts and while they ſeem tender 
| of giviog Offence, do indeed give the greateſt Offenes; at once expoſing their 
lf} Sacred Office to Contempt, and hazarding the Salvation of their own Souls. For 
tt fo we areplainlytold,Ezek. 3 3. 7, 8. I bave ſet thee a watchman unto the huuſe 
5 Of Iſrael, therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at my mouth; and warn them from 
me: Whenl ſay unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if this 
+ eoft not ſpeak to warn the wicked man from his way, that wicked man ſal dit 
in his Iniquity, but his blood will I require at thine han. 
Niere (my Reverend Brethren) we ſee our Duty, and the trig Obligation thit 
lies'upon us to diſcharge it, And this is what we are to look to, to do our oy! 
C li! Duty faithfully, and leave the iſſue and event of all to God. It may be that out 
$1  DBoldneſs in thediſcharge of our Miniſtry, may prove a Prejudice to our World 
ö Intereſt, and many may account us their Enemies, and uſe us as ſuch, only be⸗ 
cauauſe ve are their beſt Friends in telling them the Truth; but there is no World: 
:  Iy Intereſt whatſoever ſo great as to be fit o ſtand in Competition with the In- 
tereſt of our ovn. and our People's Souls. Or it may be, if ve will not hold our 
Peace; if we will needs be Preaching up unpopular Truths, and laſhing the 
_ reigning Vices of the Age, ſome will rake Offence at our freedom and no eſpe· 
_ cially, that they are, as they think, at liberty to profeſs any Religion, or to be 
of none) will forſake our Aſſemblies, and either joyn themſelves ro ſome other 
Congregations, where they hope they ſhall hear more comfortable docirine, 0 
perhaps vill throw off at once all Show and profeſſion of Religion,----but be l 
ſo . the ftar of the probability of this will nor juſtify us in negledcting out 
own Duty, which is to be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, aud to reprove, 't 
- boake, and exhort with all long-ſuffering and doctrine, 2 Tim 4. 2, This is the 
5 Direction that St. Paul gives to Timothy, and in him to all the Miniſters of tht 
q _ Golpal; and that too,altho? he foreſaw that the conſequence of it would ſome: 
Wil 4 — *1mcs be, chat ſuch plain dealing would diſoblige agreat many, and make «hem 
Wil i. forſake the Aſſemblies of the Faithful; for that he had this then in bis mind, 
ſeems highly probable, from what he immediately adds in the very nt xt wordh 
Verſe 3: The time will come when they will not endure ſound DoFrine, but affe 
1 2p their own luſt: ſhall they heap to themſelves Teachers, having itching earl, on 
tf hey ſhall turn aws) their ears from the truth, © Tis true indeed, we ought, 5 
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db hotl there directs, #0 rebuke, and exhort with all long ſuffering 1 5 Py N 


our reproofs with ſuch Mildneſs, and Gent 


| | $, and Prudence, as that 
(ific be poſſible) we may give no offence to any: 


which he hath put into our Mouth, and rebuke with all Authority, not regard ; 
ing what may be the conſequence of it. We may think, perhaps, that in cafe 


our boldneſs in ſpeaking the Truth, and reproving Vice, ſnould drive away any 
from the Aſſemblies, (eſpecially if they be Perſons of Note and Authority in the 


Place where they live) this would-be to the difadvantage of our Church and Re- 


gion. But no ſuch matter; for of all thoſe that ſeparate from the Church up- == 


on ſuch an account, we may truly ſay, as the Apoſtle St. Fohy does of ſome Se- 


paratiſts in his time. 1 Epiſt. 2. 19. They went out from us, but they were not of . 
; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with as. Such 
areas much the Churches Enemies before their Separation, as they can be after 


wards z and of the two, She had better have them open Encmics,than ſecret ones. 
But as forall ſuch as are of Honeſt minds, and fincere, and hearty in their Pro- 
ſeſſions, they will like us the better for that, for which the others diſlike us; 


whereas on the contrary, if we ſhould be afraid to do our Duty, if we ſhould be 
mealy-mouth'd, and not dare to ſpeak the Truth for fear of the diſpleaſure of 
ſuch men, this would indeed be a great prejudice to our Cauſe, as giving juſt” 


offenes to the beſt men, and roo great occaſion, t ſuch as deſire occaſion to ſlight 


if it be che cruth ie ſole | 
that gives the offence,and not the imprudent manner of its delivery,our buſineſs 
is not to pleaſe Men but God; and we muſt do our Duty, and ſpeak the worde 


and deſpiſe our Office. In fine ; What we can be only afraid of in this Caſe, ies 


no more than what our Saviour ( who knew what was in men ) certainly fore- 


knew would happen to himſelf ; for he knew that the greateſt part of the Mul- 


tirude that followed him, followed him for the Loaves, and in hope to advance. 


their Temporal Intereſt by early appearing to be his Diſciples ; he knew conſe- 


quently,thar upon his declaring the Truth to them, and reproving them for their 


Worldly-mindedneſs, they. would forſake his Company; but tho' he foreſam 


this event, he would not be unfaithful in his Office, or neglect that buſineſs for 


vhich he came into the World, which was te bear Witneſs unto the Fruth, John, 
18; 37. he choſe rather to have hut a few ſincere Followers, than a great num= 
ber of Hypocritical Profeſſors ; and. therefore would not diſſemble the Truth, 


altho he knew that upon his declaring it, many would go back, aud walk no mare 


with him, And now I proceed to the third Thing obſervable in the Text, wiz,. 
I. The Queſtion which our Lord (upon the occaſion of this great Deſer- 


tion) puts to thoſe that ſtill remained with him, Jeſus ſaid unto the tmelue, Mill! 


ye alſo go away ? And with what defign this Queſtion was put, might have been 


doybred, if ir had been put by another; but ic is certain, that our Saviour did 
or put it to the Twelve to know their Minds; for as the Evangeli# ſays, He 


hem all men, and needed nat that any ſhould teſtify of man, for he knew: wh 
was in man, John 2. 24. Theſe Words therefore, Vill ye alſo go amay.?. are: 
not ſo much a 


would do one or the other ;--25 if | 
have taken Offence at my. Doctrine, and haus upon that account all an once do- 
fore: 


* 


tion put to them, to know whether they would ſtay or go 
u an Option given them, a leaving it to their Will and Choice, whetber theß 
| 1 had ſaid ſee how many there are that: 5 


ſried-me ; but: 1am. net at all coucerned at their degarture, for Ldeſire no Sub. 
SIGs ere ing le fo ene dient eam wurd If theres. + | 


[' forey0u ure of the ſame mind with them," if my Doctrine dit not reliſh"witl ict 
| © you, sf your hearts ('as theirs ) are wholly ſet upon this World, and the Inter ein 
"Re of this Life, and you value not the having a portion in my Spiritual Kindon, 

or digit the. Cimditions of attaining it, ij to'no — 4 you to ſtay any lon 
ger with me; for this is all the Reward that I promiſe to my Diſciples © Yu 
41e at your own liberty therefore to go or ftay as yon pleaſe; freely and willing. 
1 y you gave up your ſelves at firſt to be my Diſciples, and freely and willing ou 
i . you ſpall continue ſo or not at all; I did not force you to follow me, ſo neithn 
iti will1 compel you to ſtay with me: Do what you think beſt for your ſebves ; If mii 
Mie the terms of my Diſcipleſhip,and think the Reward that Ipropo ſe, a ſufficimWep 
Encouragement, and are per ſwaded that I am able to make good what I promiſ, 
then flay with me; but if not, you alſo may fullow the five thouſand that are ul 
i ready gone away: Iwill not detain you againſt your minds.-Will ye alſo go away 
From whence we may obſerve theſe two Things: 1. That it is not agreeable tv 
the Nature of the Goſpel to Force or Compel Men to the Profeſſion of it. If ine 
deed Salvation were annexed to the outward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, and every 
| viſible Member of the Church, were alſo a Member of CHhriſt's Spiritual Kingdom, Wii 
it would be ſuch a great deed of Charity to entitle Men to theſe Benefits, as would 
de ſufficient to compenſate for any hardſhip that they were put to in order to it 
and if Men were, or could be forc'dto be Saved, even although it were by Fire an 
| Faggot, they would have no more reaſon to cry out of Perſecution, or to com- 
plain of any injury that was done them, than a man that was juſt ready to bei 
dtrovned would have, if he that pull'd him out of the Water and ſav d his Lite, 
. ſhould do it by the ſpraining of his Arm, But the Caſe here is otherwiſe; for 
1 the Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt is made up only of ſuch as willingly ſubmit tr 
it; and tho Force may make many Hy pocrites, it cannot make one True Chri- 
ſtian; for no outward Force can compel the Will to conſent, tho it may compeliii 
the Mouth to ſpeak. or the Body to act. Not but that after all, it is moſt undoub 
{ij  redly the Duty of Chriſtian Magiſtrates to endeavour that all their Subjects may 
| be brought both to the Profeſſion and Belief of the True Chriſtian Faith; and te 
this endthey ought to ſer up. and eſtabliſh in their Dominions the True Chriſtia 
Worſhip, and to take care that their Subjects may be inſtructed in it, and allo tc 
15 them all reaſonable Encouragement in the Profeſſion and Exerciſe of ir. Nay 
I vill not ſay that they may not, (for I am fully perſuaded that they may) make 
le of the Sword where with God has entruſted them, for the correcting and rev. 
ſtiraining the Exorbitances of a miſguided and ungovernable Zeal, and the Out 
rages of a miſtaken Religion; and for the cutting off of all ſuch wor ker. of ini 
_  quity,as turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith into Faction. But in what caleyiſ 
it is proper to make uſe of the Temporal Sword in Matters of Religion; what 
Temporal Encouragements are proper to be given to the Profeſſion of rhe Trut 
Religion, and what Diſcouragements to Error and Schi ſm, being Subjects necdfu 
to be enquired, into only by them that have the Power of making or executing 
Laus, are nor fo proper to be diſcourſed of here, But in general, That no Ma 
A2 n, or Cyght to be compell'd to be a Chriſtian, I think is very plain from on 

| || Saviour's Example; for rho' his Kingdom was Spiritual, z.e. tho he was pleaſe 
to aſe only Spiritual Means and Motives to engage Men to be his Diſciples, hi 
could have uſed other means if he had pleaſed; for as he himſelf tells us, Mat 
28. 18, Al! Power in Heaven and Earth was given unto him: ng theraton. 
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15 Force 2 Compulfion had been a proper means to has 
bm, and propagate his Religion, he would, doubtleſs, have made u 
aft have Commiſſioned and Impower?d his Apoſtles to uſe it; gd. | 
lid to them (as he does in the words immediately following tho aforecited) 


therefore, and teach all Nations : 


jiven,no Toleration granted, no Exemption from Temporal Penalties in caſe of 


paration allowed by Men, is ſufficient toexcuſe from the guilt of Schiſm thoſe 


hat Separate from the True Chriſtian Church whereof they were Members, or 


pon this leave given them by Chriſt, had gone back with the Five Thouſand, 


He would not certainly (as be does in the 

ext) have left it to the Choice and Opinion of his own Diſciples, whether they 9 

ould continue in the Profeſſion of his Religion or no; Will ye alſo go aa 
2. Another thing that may be obſerved from hence, is this, That no Licenſe 


o render their Schiſm no Sin. For what think you, if the Twelve Apoſtles, 
yould they not by our Saviour himſelf (ar the great day) have been judged Sc hiſ- 


„ If in-Wnaticks or Apoſtates for their ſo Deſerting bim? And yet (as Man) he gave 
d even dem leave to forſake him; he left it to their choice, whether they vould ſtay 
1gdom With him or no; he uſed no Force or Compulfion to keep them againſt their 
s would Wills; ſo that here was truly Liberty of Conſcience granted them; They might 
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noſt certainly their Duty ſtill ro adhere to that Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, which 


ow ; Human Lawgivers may give leave to their Subjects to be of any Reli- 
r to be of no Religion; but if they do, they can't make it Lawful in it ſelf, 
ither to be At hei ſts, or to profeſs a Falſe Religion, or to forſake the Communioa 


ligher than any Human Authority; and therefore no Human Authority can diſ- 
on, but that which it ſelf laid upon us; ſo that all the meaning of the largeſt 
ind moſt unlimited Toleration that the Law can granr, is no more than this; 


iz, A Declaration that Men fhall not be liable to any Temporal Mulcts or Pe- 


Iny Differences in Religion, or for being of no Religion at all; but if antece- 


gat calcWMenely to the Eſtabliſhment of any Church by the Civil Power, and if antece- 
; whatWearly to the enacting of any Penal Laws to oblige Men to bold its Commu- 
he Truſfon, it was a Schiſm to ſeparate without Cauſe, from that Chriſtian Church 
5 necdiulWhereof we were Members, and ſuch Schiſmatical Separation was a Sin before 
xecutingſÞod, then ſo it will be Kill, notwithſtanding any Licenſe or Toleration that can 
no Mae granted by the Secular Power, But now, That before any Civil Laws were 
rom ouliWiatted in favour of the Church, it was uolawful for any man to ſeparate from 
s pleaſeq lat Church whereof he was a Member, without cauſe; and that ſuch Separa- 
iples, n rendred Men guilry of the Sin of Schiſm, and that Schiſm was a Damnable 
s, Mat, is clearly evident from Holy $24ipture. For in the Apoſſle's days,there was 
ys n. , any CGhored, all the Civil Furry Ven! in being. we rg 
eithe 


r Chriſtians if they would; if not, they might return back to the Synagogue, 

Ir go whicher elſe they pleaſed: Here were no worldly Motives offered to them 

oinduce them either to ſtay or to go. but the whole Matter was left to their own = 
Conſcience, But notwithſtandiag this Toleration, (as ir may be called) it was 


bey had taken upon themſelves ; and if they had forſaken it, they would have 
cen guilty of a moſt incxcuſable Sin before God. And the Caſe is the ſame 


if the True Church; for to believe a God, and to worſhip him Publickly, and to 
orſhip in the Aſſemblies of che Faithful, are Duties that are laid upon us bya 


arge us from them, The Law can take away and diſcharge us from no Obliga- 
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altes, or be any ways Puniſh'd by the Civil Power, upon the account of 
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* * Religions; and all Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Religion was ſtrictly prohibied 


Biber Jewiſh or Heathen, and Juderfn or Poganiſmn were the only eftabilts 


under the ſevereſt Penalties; but for all that, there was a Chriſtian Church eve 

in thoſe days, with which all Chriſtians were obliged to hold Communion, and 

| Hom which it was a'Sin to ſeparate: They conrinued fedfaſtly in the Apofily f 
DoFrine and Fellowſhip, ſaith St. Luke, declaring the Practice of the firſt Con. 


verted Chriſtians, 4#s 2. 42. Even then it was a Sin to farſake the aſſembling 
-#hemfelves toget her as you may ſee, Heb, 10, 25. Even then it was a Duty f. b 
mark them that cauſed Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which ; 
#hey bad learned, | from Chriſt and his Apoſtles] and to avoid them, Rom, 16, ! 
17. Even then Strifes and Diviſions were Acts of Carnality, as we are told, c 
|  'y Cor. 3. 3. and Hereſy was then one of thoſe Works of che Fleſh, of which the WW, 


Apoſtle Ciys, That they which do ſuch.things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom j 
_ God. Gal. 5,20, Ina word; There was a Chriſtian Church before there va WM; 
any Chriſtian State; and long before there were any As of Uniſormity made, Wy 

it was an Apoſffolical Canon, Let all thing be done decently and in order; 1 Cor, 


14. 40. which obliged both the Biſhops and Governors of the Church to orcain a 
ſiuch Conſtitutions as were requiſite for the decent and orderly Celebration of a 
- the Publick Worſhip, and the People to ſubmit thereunto. From the very be 
ginning of Chriſtianity, it was a Duty incumbent on all Chriſtians to endeavouril y 
to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace; and with one mind, ani it 
one mouth toglorify God, even the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , Eph 4. 1.8 
om. 15.6. And it was always againſt the Nature and Conſtitution of the 
-» Chriſtian Church, that there ſhould be Diviſions in it, or Separations from it. g 
seeing therefore Church-Communion is a Duty laid upon us by God; 1, A 
plainly follows, That no Human Authority can releaſe us from our Obligation uh 
it; and conſequently, that theſe words, - Mill ye go away *-Or you may go aun 
sf you will; by what Man ſoever they are pronounced, cannot make it lawful for it 
us to forſake the Aſſemblies of the Faithful, and to leave the Communion of tha be 
Chriſtian Church in which we were Baptized, and of which we are Members, th 
long as the terms of her Communioa are lawful.---And ſo much for the thi 
tbhing. 1 proceed now to the fourth and laſt thing abfervable in the Text, via 
I V. The honeſt and diſcreet Anſwer that was made by Simon Peter, in the al 
Name of himſelf. and the other Apoſtles, when this Option was put to them ch 
ill ye alſo go. away, ſays our Saviour? Lord, ſays he, to whom ſhall we gik 
_ Thou haſt the words of eternal life, From whence we may briefly obſerve they; 
three things. 1. That 'tis indiſpenſably neceſſary to be of ſome Church o al 
other; this is clearly intimated in the Apoſtle's anſwer, Lord to whom ſpall u ing 
0 ? He takes it for granted, as a matter of which there could be no rea ſonab id 


Joubt, that in caſe they had left our Lord, they muſt have betaken themſelves 
85 ſome other Guide; and that if they had forſaken his Communion, they mul 
have gone over to, ſome other Communion; he ſuppoſes it as a moſt cvider 
and undeniable Truth (as indeed.ir is) That it is not enough for a Man #0 hav 
© Faith to himſelf, to adore TONY in his heart, or to worſhip him only in h 

| Cloſer, but that it is alſo neceſſary to make a Publick Profeſſion of that Religiot 
- which he is of, and to hold Communion with others of the ſame Faith and ra 
- - feſſion, in the Common Acts of Worſhip and Devotion. And this is a Point bet 
' needful, and. well.worthy to be conſidered by a great many that nqw-a:#) 
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hel erke our Churches, not to go to any other Religious Aſſemblies, but to ſpen® IM 
ibitel Wheheir time in ſleeping or dozing at home, or in tipling at the Ale-houſe. If we gs , 

dom thee, to whom fall we go? 2. Therefore, what may be further obſerved Kt 
from hence is this, That ſecing it is neceſſary to be of ſome Church or other, irt 
x highly unteaſonable to ſeparate from the Church whereof we are Members, Wt 
ell we have found out a better Church to join our ſelves to. Quite contrary to 
which is the practice of many Separatiſts, who firſt deſert their own Church, 


uty 4 While as yet they are to ſeek what Religion to be of, and what Church to go to 
which they firſt throw off, upon ſome fooliſh diſguſt or fanciful diſlike, the Religion 
m. 16, WW they were bred up in, and then under a pretence that they are making enquiry 
e told, I ohich is the beſt Religion, ſpend all the reſt of their Lives without any Religion 
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ar all. It is indeed St. Paul's Direction, 1 Theſ. 5. 21. That we ſhould prove 
al things ; and this is a Text often cited by theſe Men in juſtification. of them- 
ſclves3 and they value themſelves at no ſmall rate, for their having (as they I 
think) the Scriprure irs ſelf on their fide, But they ſhou!d do well to read the | I 
hole Verſe throughout, and then they would ſee clearly how little this Text . 
makes for them: Prove all things, faith the Apoſtle; and then be immediately 


tion of adds, and hold faſt that which is good, The meaning of which laſt Clauſe is ar 
ory be leaſt thus much; That when we are ſatis fied of the goodneſs of our own way, 
cavour8 ve ſhould tick to ir, and hold faſt the Prof: ſſion of our Faith without wavering; 
1a, and it being then both unreaſonable and endleſs to make further trials. og 

1+ 4. But ſuppoſe we are not fully farisfied in this Point; ſuppoſe we have ſome 
of the little doubts and ſcroples in our minds, whether that Religion and way of Wor- 
wn * ſhip that we have been bred up in, be the beſt or no? do they think that the 

od; 1 


Apoſtle would have us be of all Religions one after another, that ſo at laſt we may 


arion be able to judge which is beſt ? This would be juſt as if a Man in his Journey 


0 awc meeting with ſeyeral croſs ways, ſhould go a little in one and a little in ano» 

ful forfMiher, and a little in a third, and fo on; the certain conſequence of which would 

- that be, that having ſpent his whole day in making theſe trials of the ſeveral ways 
8, f 


thar preſented themſelves, he would be no nearer his Journeys end at Night 


he thir than be was in the Morning, Ordo they think that he would have us be of no 


xt, ua Religion, till we had firſt caretully examined into the Grounds and Reaſons of 
„ in the all: this would. be every whit as ill as the other: For there are very few that by 
o them their Parts and Learning are qualify'd to undertake, and fewer yet ( if ar all) 

' we g chat have leiſure enough from the neceſſary Avocations of Life, to go through 
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vith ſuch a difficult and tedious Work as this would be; ſo that for a Man to 
ake this method, would be juſt as if the travelling-man before ſpokgn of meet 
ng with ſeveral croſs ways, ſhould ſpend his whole day in ſitting flill and con- 
idering which of them to chuſe, bur fhuuld go in none of them; how ſhoulg, 
le ever come to his Journeys end? But the courſe that a wiſe-man in ſuch a caſe. 
would take, is this: If he were left wholly to himſelf to judge, he would accor- 
ung to the beſt of his skill, and as the time and exigence would permit, chuſe 
dat Road which appeared to him to be the right; or if he had a Guide with 
lim, on whoſe skill and judgment he might with Prudence rely, rather than on. 
bis own, he would take that way which he directed him to, and when he was. 
Bice entred into it, he would go on fieddily in it; never ſtopping or Raying in 
lte leaſt, ynleſsby fome evident Tokens he ſhould be clearly convinced that he | 
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| Bos, aftured that the other wag much better: A Man that takes this oohrſo may 55 
J vive to the place whither he deſigns, which it is certain neither of the other can 


. 


* 9 


u 0 Orif after all he ſhould be in a miPake,. yet baving done his beſt, and 
alen the prudenteſt method that he could, his miſtake would be pitiable and 
pardonable. And I dare be bold to ſay, That that man, who according to the 
| beſt of bis knowledge, ſerves God faithfully, and Worſhips him with a fincere 
and devout heart, although in a miftaken way, ſhall find more favour with God, 
and fare better in the other World, than he that ever learxixg, but is never 
able to come to the knowledge of the Truth; or who under a pretence that he i 
quite at aloſs, and in a great uncertainty, in whar way-God would be Worſhip. 
pPed, paſſcs his days without making profeſſion of any Religion, and never wor, 
i MhipsGodat all. And therefore before we leave that way which ve bave been 
dred up, and educated in, we ſhould be fully convinced that we are in an Error, 
and fix upon ſome other way to take, and be certainly aſſured that the way ve 
kranke, is better than that we leave. Lord, to whom ſhall we go? We know not 
1 whither elſe to go, and therefore why ſhould we go from thee ? But, 
5. And laſtly. Another thing that may be obſerved from this Anſwer of the 
 Apottle's, is this; That there can be no ſufficient reaſon. to feparate from a 
Church, which kas the word; of eternal life: Lord, to whem ſhall me go? thin 
Huaſt the words of eternal life. As if he had ſaid, We know that thou art tru, 
and teacheſi the way of God in truth, Matth. 22. 16. We are ſure that we are 
_ fafeinfollowing thee ; fo that ſhould we for fake thee, and follow another, tit 
impoſſible we ſhould get by the change: on a worſe Guide we may eaſily hap+ 
pen, but a better we cannot have: 7o. whom then ſhal we go, if we go from 
_ thee; or upon what account ſhould we leave thee for any other, ſeeing thou haſt 
the worde of eternal life? And this is a Point that many of our Diſenting Bre- 
 #hren would do well to conſider ſeriouſly of; What reaſon they have to forſake 
the Communion of the Efabl:ſhed C kurcb. Some, perhaps will ſay, that the TermsMao 
of her Communion are unlawful, and that they can't wich a good Conſcienct 
join in her Worſhip. Now whether or no they ſay true in this, God will judge 
; bur if they doſpeak the truth, and are really perſwaded, as they ſay, here is 2 
il reaſonable Plea for Separation. Bur the far greateſt part of thoſe that ſepara ed 
1 - from the Church, do got pretend this; They think our Worſhip lawful, and 
co occaſionally (eſpecially to qualify themſelves for an Office) they can and do joiq i 
in it; and her Doctrine they likewiſe own to be true and agreeable to the Scrip 
tres, They grant there is nothing neceſſary to Salvation wanting in our Church Wy, 
and nothing deſtructive to Salvation enjoined : Nay, they ſay farther, (and that 
they think will fully juſtify them from the Charge of Schiſm) that the Congre t 
gations which they join themſelves to, and do ordiparily Communtcate with,ov! 
the ſame Scriptures, profeſs the ſame Creed, Worſhip the ſame God, and are! 
all reſpects of the ſame Religion that we are of. But if it be ſo, then why dt 
| © "they go from us? If they believe that we have the words of eternal life, wha 
c need they go cliewhere ? what can they hope for more in the Communion 9 
any other Church, than they might have in their own? If they are really of thi 
ſame Religion with us, why do they break our Communion ? why do they mak 
a Rent and a Schiſm in the Church for nothing? They indeed. that forlake 
Corrupt Church, or an Idglatrons Worſhip ; they that leave the Commun'o 
| of a Church, in which they rhiok they could not be ſaved, aft, denen 8 
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bur t6 forſake a Church, and at the ſame time to profeſs chat they are Nil) of the 
ws 4 with that Church which they have forſaken, ts 4 4 Tink I think no 
iccolitic can be given of. This is certainly to break the Unity of the Church for nothing, 
2nd needleſly to make a Scl I 
which they p'eadin excuſe for their Schiſtn, does to my apprehenſion render it altogether in- 
Schilm be a ſin, it is certainly fo, when there is no cauſe for it;, 
and there can be no "oft cauſe to leave that Church which we were bred in, and are Mem. 
den of; and to go over to another which profeſſes the ſame Faith, teaches the ſame Doctiinez. 
and agrees in all the eſſentials of Worſhip with that Church which we leave. For why ſhould 
: Man leave the Eſtabliſhed Ch | 
by kis own confeſſion he does not mend himſelf by the change, but might have been ſaved as 
well in that Church which he leaves, as in that which he goes to But I know itis pleaded © 
bythis ſort of Separatiſts, That though they agree with us in the Subſtantials of Religion, 
they differ from us ia the Circumſtantials, and erefore go for the moſt par ro other Reli- 
uſe ther pp after a purer manner than he 
$ amongſt us: That tho' there be in the Eſtabliſhed Church al 
2nd the has the words of eternal life; yet ſhe has alſo ſome unneceſſary Obſtrvances, ſome 
tires and Ceremonies which they think might be better omitted, arc 


exculable : For if eve 
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Rent and a Schilm in the Body of Chriſt; and that very thing 


Church, and go to anotherꝭ or ſet up another againſt it , hen 


out Aſſemblies, becauſe there they think God is worſhi 


2 things neceſſary to Salvation, 


in thoſe Religious Meetings which they join themſelves to. 1 85 
Bur to this the Anſwer is eaſie: Either theſe Circumſtantials of our Worſhip, theſe Rites 


and Ceremonies are lawful to be uſed, or not; now if they be not lawful to be led; if ( for z 
inſtance ) it be unlawful to be preſent at, and ts join in thoſe Prayers which the Miniſter 


puts up while he is cloathed with a whire Garment ; or if it be unlawful to receive the Sacra- 


ment upon the Knee, why do they ever do thel@ things at all? why do they do that to qualify, 


themſelves to an Office, which if ir be a fin, they ought not to do to gain the whole World > 
dat if theſe things be lawful, and the only hing chey have to ſay aga 

are in their opinion needleſ and ſuperfluous Obſervances; what a (mall Reaſon is this to make 

aSchiſm and Di viſion in the Church > There can be no end of Separations and Diviſions it 
they may be juſtified by ſuch fanciful diſſixes as theſe ; for the fancies of men are ſo infi- 
nitely different as to ſuch things. that tis impoſſible that the ſame ſhould pleaſe all People; 
bthat either Church-Communion is no Duty, or elſe ſuch diſlikes of the Fan 
be a ſuffcient ground of a Separation; for there is no Congregation where the Miaiſter ts 

tot Cloathed with ſome Garment or other, and where the Sacrament is not received in ſome 

joſture or other; and there is no Garment or Poſture, . which ſome may not have a fancy 


wpainſt, as well as againſt theſe, and with as good reaſon, Nay, not only the Fancies of 


livers men, but even of the ſanie men at divers times, are (b different as to ſuch things, 


that what they like one day, they oftencimes diſlike as much the next; ſo that he who goes 


dom a Pure and Orthodox Church, upon ſuch trivial accounts, cannot tell himſelf whithet 
be ſhall go ar laſt ; bur it is moſt probable, that if he goes on thus indulging his Fancy, lie 


which arc not uſet 


nſt them, is, chat they 
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only cannot 


vill be one day of this Sect, another of another, and a third of a third, till at laſt having 


tied al Seas, and found in every one ſomething that he diſliked, he will come to be of no 
Relipion at all. Or if not ſo; yet tis highly probab'e, that while he thus buſies himſelf 
about the Ceremonies and Circumſtantials of Religion, he will neglect the Subſtance of it, 


ind omit the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith, without which 


Ul bis zeal for the external Purity of the Divine Worſhip will avail him nothing. 
Thus having, as delay. 

ed to our Meditariion :T proce 

he Application is ſo eaſie, that I ſhall not need to be long in it. 
For as it happened to our Saviour in the Firſt Verſe of the Text, 


kenied as hearty and zealous in it as any, have of late forſaken her. 2 
Iwill not make the Application ſo near, as to ſay that they then followed her for the 
Leaves, and for their Temporal [arereſt, tho? their leaving her juſt at this time, might we ll 


ſo it hath happened to 
this Church whereof we are Members; many thar formerly joined ia her Communion, and 


asTcould, run through all thoſe Particulars which the Text offe- 5 
proceed ina few words to apply what hath been laid z and indeed 


wugh make that be ſuſpected; neither will I ſay that the true reaſon of their leaving her 


dbecauſe her Doctrine is too pure, and too good for them. n 


But whatever was the Motive of thei 


r Separation, tis matter of fact that there are maß 


0 gone away (tho God be thanked not near ſo many, as it was bragg'd there would 


E It ever 4 Toleration wete granted) many chers are that ate gon? back, and will now 
| 5 5 1 by Bur 


K a5 mors with s. 


—— —— — — 


n N — 3 _ n Ft VE 


8 3 n 
fe . ELLE SE 
n 3 ͤ ⁵ à— —— — te 4 


-»v 
— 3 
2 8 ah 
Gr — 


RY 


deu dhe ninuber af Sepiracits from any Church; is id f ad I have fhewed ) a juſt Obe 
| mn againſt it ; neither ought ir to be any inducement to others to follow their N 
Wut hathnow Jah Go to our Church, is not near ſo much as befel our Lord himfelf, why 
ad gooo Diſciples that deſerted him at once, while only twelve. remained with him. 
ud what he ſaid to them, I may ſay to you that ſtill continiie in our Communiom; if yoy 
te diſpoſẽed to follow the Example that theſe have ſer you, you have now free liberty to dg 
I: Youalſo may go away if you pleaſe 3 there is no reltraiat now laid upon you by the 
Laws 3 the whole matter is between God and yourſelves.  ' 
But neverthele, let me tell you, you are ſtill as much obliged ia Conſtietice to hold 
- . © Communion with us, as ever you were; and if we have the words of eternal life; if the 
Doctrine which we nen be Pure and Orthodox; if the Holy Sacraments are 
.. -  "eulyand rightly iniftred among us 3 and if our Worthip be ſuch as you may lawfully 
| Pin in; here is no juſt ground for a Separation; and if Jou ſeparate without juſt ground 
3 the Eſtabliſhed Church, in which you were born and bred, and with which you ought 
do hold Communion 0 gre nor gu you rend the Body of Chriſt, and are Schiſmaricks 


| before God, altho' you are not guilty of any State: crime, nor incur any legal Penalties, 
 _Canſfider well then what you do; If we have the words of eternal life; Why ſhould you 
- Jeave us ? What can you hope for more in any other Communion? 
> Conũder atleaſt, before you go away from us; whither you will go when you have leſt 
mz and forſake not this Church, till you are ſure you have found out a better, to join your 
It was very reaſonably put by Joſhua to the Children of Iſrael, Joſh. 24. 15. If it ſeem 
devil unto you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe you this day whom you will ſerve ; whether the god; 
chat your fathers ſerved, that were on the other ſide of the flood, or the gods of the Amo - 
© cites in whoſe land ye dwell: And tis no leſs reaſonable in this caſe. - Some Religion you 
— maſt be of, or elſè you can have no hope of Salvation; and whatſoever Religion you are of 
ir muſt needs be your duty to make a publick profeſſion of it; ſo that if you forſake the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, you muſt go to ſome other; chuſe you chen, before you forſake the Re- 
ligion and Communion that you were brought up in, (chuſe you, I ſay ) what Religion yu 
will be of, what Communion you will adhere to. | | 


h win you return back again into Egypt; or ( in the words of Ioſhua) * will you ſerve the 


4 b 


gods that your Fathers ſer ved, that were on the other fide of che Flood? I mean, will you 
Fos over to the Church of Rome? i. e. will you go to a Church char has moſt notoriouſly cor: 
14 .rupted the Faith of Chriſt? To a Church that takes away the key of knowledge from her 
my People, e e to look into the Holy Scriptures, which are the Oracles of God, 
9 and the Wordsof Life? To a Church that has enlarged her Creed to double that of the 4- 
I  poffles; and anon 23 neceſſary to da vation, the belief not only of the greateſt Falſuĩes but 
äb»mi of the moſtevident Contradictiens? To a Church, whoſe Publick Service is not underftood 
dy her Membem and which makes her Children ſay Amen to they know not what? In fie; 
1079 4 wi you go MO, whoſe Worſhip and Service you cannot join in, without being 
1 - q$uilty of Idelatry ET ants | e £49 | 
HER . Whatis chere in chis Church that can Charm or Tempt you to her Communion, unleſ 
| * it be the very eaſie Terms on which ſhe promiſes you Salvation? 
| t 


* 4 


[ | ©Y his indeed is a reaſonable Inducement to ſuch as would fait go to Heaven, and yet 
WR are refolved not to part with their beloved Sins ; but in a matter of ſuch great importance 
IL ous, as chis is, tis good to be upon ſure grounds, and not to try an Experiment, chat i 
| Ir fails, will be fatal to un. . / | 6 
| Now, that Faith and Obedience will tarry us to Heaven, is agreed on all hands, and the 
Scripture it ſelf plainlp-aflures us; but that any thing lefs will do it, we have no good 
to believe. And particularly, That Confeſſion, with the Prieſt's Abſolution, will do u 
well as a Holy Life; That thoſe that want Good Works of their owtiz may for Money, or by 
dome flight Penances, purchaſe as much as they want, of thoſe who abouad in Merit: And 
that = who take little or no care of themſelves while they live, may have ſufficient card 
tdttaken ok them by their Friend, when they are dead; theſe are very comfortable Doctrines 
ñjndeed, but they are no- Where taught in Scripture, or grounded upon Reaſon ; they are DF 
QArines, forthe truth of which we have only their word, whole Guin iy teaching them i fo 
evident, as may juſtly render their Teſtimony ſuſpected. . 5 
Baut without entring upon a | er Examination of them; this one thing alone 's 1 
fiufficient prejudice againſt all ſuch eaſe Methods of Salvation, by u homſdever propoſe | 
2 | FEE \ 5. | | | 
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bt they are clearly contraty to that Acc 


for . 


bois Truth it ſelf, hath given us of the way to Heaven; and to that Ad- 
2 which he grounds thereupon, in Matth 7. 13, 14. Enter ye in at the trait 


"you hate; for wide i- the gate, and broad u the way that leadeth to deſtruftion, © 
whe ad many there be that go in thereat : Becauſe ſtrait u the gate, and narrow 


the way that leadeth unto life: and few there be that find it, "hy 
Well then; If you will not go over to the Church of Rome; whither is it 


bold | 
f the hat you will go when you leave us ? Will you go and join your ſelves to any 
u are We the Separate Afſemblies here at home ? But if ſo, To which of them will 
bx. % For here is ſuch variety of ways at once offered to you, as is enough 
rely to confound and diſtract you. HL J 
ought 7 | 1 x 
aticks I have not time now to tell you how many ſeveral SeFs there are of Difex< 
ies. 


; from the Church, and much leſs to give you a juſt and compleat Chara» 


d you er of them, that you may conſider which of them to chuſe; but in general 
ve let ey may be reduc'd to theſe Four Sorte. 
n you I 1. Some of theſe Sefts there are, that have either no Creed, or no Sacra- 


t 2 ll you go to any of theſe ? But if you do, can you tell what Religion you ſhall. 
12 f or whether you ſhall be of any at all? 5 
on Jon 2 Others of them there are, that poſitively deny the moſt Fundamental 
2 " ticles of the Chriſtian Faith, as the Doctrine of the Ever-bleſſed Trinity, the 
Ke INC 


multiply your Iniquity, 


2 


ve ue 3, Others again there are that teach ſuch Doctrines, as either directly, or 


will you Bi their immediate conſequences, gives too great Encouragement to Vice, by 
2 idring a good Life unneceſſary: But I hope I have already mentioned a ſuf- 
of God, eat prejudice againſt all ſuch eaſie Religions, ſo that you will aot ſo much 
f the „dee think of going to them.  -—- 8 7 
Gi 4+ Laſtly, Others there are that profeſs the ſame Faith with the Chur ch, 


"over to theſe? 


th which you agree in all the Kſſentials of Doctrine and Worſhip, oaly for 
lake of two or three harmleſs Ceremonies ? which ſhe uſes indeed in her 


s, and the blick Worſhip for Deceney and Ocder-ſake ; but which ſhe enjoins not as 
-1 do u Parts of Religion, or as things neceſſary in themſelves, and which being 
ney, orb) where forbidden in Scripture, cannot, to be ſure, be unlawful to be uſed ; 
erit: where there is no lam, there is no tranſgreſſion, Rom. 4. is. 
cient carb if then the Se& you deſign to go to, be of the ſame Religion, with the 
ag urch that ybu leave, why ſhould you leave her, ſeeing by your on confeſſi - 
7 emis be has the words of eternal life, as well as they? And if ſhe bas, to what 


poſe ſliould you go elſewhere ? 


alone is ls it ( firſt ) for better Prayers that you go thither ? That can hardly be: 


pro er, tis what you can't be ſure of, not knowing what their Prayers will 


ount which our Bleſſed Saiours N 


ents, or no Orders, or no Rule to guide them by, but the Light within thems 


earnation of the Son of God, the Satisfaction of our Saviour, and the like; 22 f 1 
ill ye go to them ? but if you do, this is to add Hereſie to your Schiſm, and | 


Wd are (as they themſelves ſay ) of the ſame Religion that we are of; and 
fer from as only ih ſome External Modes and Rites of Warſhip, Will 6 
But why Chould you make a Schiſin in the Church for nothing? Only bez 3 
ue her Rights and Ceremonies are not exactly ſuited to your fancy: WG y 
wid you break the Unity of that Church whereof you are Members, and 
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de, till you have heard them. Our 
ll © they are free to be read and examined 
Four ſelves before you join in d 
'- - , of cur Worſhip ; that they are compoſed of {ach Petitions as are proper oi 
| Put up in Publick; and that they are grave and fertous, and fitted to excitj 
U . Devotion; whereas, if you go to the Separate Aſſemblies, you know got wh 
God you ſhall Worſhip, at leaſt you know not with what you ſhall ſerve Gil 
fl lf you Conde chither; 
' *, Petition to his Prince without reading im. 
or ( Secondly )is it for better Preaching that you go thither ? That's ed 
2 happens, and you may as cafily be diſappointed in this, as in the other 


Aud without magnifying our ſelves too much, this I'm ſure I may (af! 
ay, That many 


l » 
2 I o 
p \ 4 


S A 4c. 

W Kh known what they 28 
nd examined by all: You may (If en Fin) ſac 
in in them, that they are directed to the right Ob 


Jou are much like a Man that Subſcribes a Paper e 


that have gone from their own Church to a Separate - Aſn: 
_ bly, to hear a better Sermon, have heard a worſe. 
hut however that be, ſo long as the Doctrine that is Preached in both place 
is the ſame, ( as you grant it is) there cannot be ſo much difference in the 


Words and Phraſes wherein it is expreſſed, or in the manner of its delivery, 4 
| NO NENT: PETR Inno” 
And beſides, what the Apoſtle lays) is moſt undoubtedly true, Paul mg 
' plant, aud Apollo may water, but it is God that giveth the Increaſe : If th 
Seeds be both of the ſame Intrinfick Goodneſs ( as is now ſuppoſed ) on 
may be more beautiful ro the eye than the other, but the only things on whid 
their fruitfalneſs will depend, are the goodneſs of the Soil they are ſown it 
and the Bleſſing of Heaven; and the Grace of God; who is thie God of Pe, 
ad Order, may, I'm ſure, be much more reaſonably expected by thoſe th 
Teep the Unity of the Church, and are Regular and Orderly in the Station 


dan by ſuch as ſeparate fr 
ders, only to gratify their itching eart. 8 585 . 
It 5 ong as our Prayers are good, although it were ſuppoſed ti 
beitz and ſo long as our Preaching is Sound and Orthodit 
Although it be nor altogether fo taking as ſome other Men's may be; 
long as the terms of our Communion àre law ful, there can be no reaſo 
| your leaving us. For whither can you go to mend your (ei: 
ould you go away from us at all, ſeeing we have the words of ein 


I n a word; 
they are not t 


I coaclude all ther 
I beſeerh yon, bret hren, by 
the ſame thing; and that there be no diviſions among you ; but that ye be n. 
Feth joyned together in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment. 
Which God of his great Mercy grant we may all be, for the ſake of our L- 
+ ._ Jeſus Chriſt: To whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honot 


And Glory, now and for ever. Amen. © 


om the Eftabliſhed Church, wheteof chey are Men 


efore with thoſe words of the Apoftle, 1 Cor. 1. 10. 0 
the Name of our Lord Teſti Chriftithat ye all ft 
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